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ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom

Session 1: It's All God's — The Foundation
Session 1 of 8

About This Series

Discovering Financial Freedom is built on one premise: the way we handle money is a spiritual
issue, not just a financial one. Scripture contains more than 2,000 verses about money, wealth,
and finances — more than on any other single topic, including prayer. God is not indifferent to
how we handle what He has entrusted to us. This series walks through what Scripture actually
says about money, from the foundation of ownership and stewardship through giving, tithing,
and the principles of sowing and reaping. The goal is not guilt — it is freedom.

Session 1 Overview

Before any other financial principle can be received, one foundational question must be settled:
who does the money belong to? Session 1 establishes the answer clearly: everything belongs to
God. We are stewards, not owners. Once this is settled, everything else about handling money
begins to fall into place. This session also addresses the most misunderstood verse about
money in the Bible and identifies the spirit that works behind the financial system of the world.

Key Scriptures

Haggai 2:8 (NKJV)
‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,' says the Lord of hosts.

Luke 16:10-13 (NKJV)

He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least
is unjust also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon,
who will commit to your trust the true riches? If you have not been faithful in what is another
man's, who will give you what is your own?... You cannot serve God and mammon.

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 (NKJV)

Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it
is certain we can carry nothing out... For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for
which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things... Command those who are rich



in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God,
who gives us richly all things to enjoy... Let them do good, that they be rich in good works,
ready to give, willing to share.

Proverbs 23:4-5 (NKJV)

Do not overwork to be rich; because of your own understanding, cease! Will you set your
eyes on that which is not? For riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away like an
eagle toward heaven.

Luke 21:1-4 (NKJV)

And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, and He saw also a
certain poor widow putting in two mites. So He said, 'Truly | say to you that this poor widow
has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but
she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.’

Core Teaching

1. Everything Belongs to God — We Are Stewards

The first and most foundational financial principle in Scripture is one of ownership: everything
belongs to God, not to us. This is not a religious platitude — it is a practical reality that changes
every financial decision we make:

* Haggai 2:8 — 'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, says the Lord of hosts.' There is
no qualifier, no exception.

* Psalm 50:10 — 'The cattle on a thousand hills' belong to Him. Everything He created is
still His.

* Luke 16:10-12 — the key question is not how much you have but whether you are
faithful with what belongs to Another: 'lf you have not been faithful in what is another
man's, who will give you what is your own?'

* The moment we think the money is ours, we start handling it as if it is ours — according
to our desires, our plans, our wisdom. This is where financial trouble begins.

It's all God's. Every dollar, every possession, every asset — it belongs to Him.
Our role is stewardship, not ownership. This one shift changes everything.

2. The Most Misquoted Verse About Money

1 Timothy 6:10 is one of the most commonly misquoted verses in the Bible. It is often cited as
'money is the root of all evil." But that is not what it says:



‘ What People Say What the Bible Actually Says The Difference

'Money is the root of all "The love of money is aroot of all ~ Money itself is neutral.
evil' kinds of evil' The heart posture toward
money is the issue.

'You can't have money '‘Command those who are rich... Wealth is not forbidden
and follow God' not to trust in uncertain riches but = — trusting in it is.
in the living God'

'God doesn't want youto  'God gives us richly all things to God is generous; He

have much’ enjoy' (v.17) gives abundantly. The
issue is where our trust
lies.

The love of money — not money itself — is the root. When money becomes the goal, the focus,
the measure of security, it becomes a spiritual problem. Paul's instruction: 'Flee these things...
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness' (v.11).

3. Mammon — The Spirit Behind the System

Jesus did not call money 'mammon' casually. In the ancient world, mammon was the name of a
deity — a god of wealth and greed. When Jesus said "You cannot serve God and mammon,' He
was identifying money as having a spiritual dimension that most people miss:

«  Mammon is a spirit. It has an agenda: to get your attention, your focus, and ultimately
your worship.

* lts primary tools are desire (more is always better), comparison (others have more than
you), and fear (you will not have enough).

» The spirit of mammon does not care if you are rich or poor — it wants you focused on
money rather than on God.

» The fact that Jesus used the word 'serve' is significant: mammon wants servants. It
wants to be your master.

4. Godliness with Contentment — The Counter-Culture

1 Timothy 6:6 offers the biblical antidote to the mammon system: 'Godliness with contentment is
great gain.' Paul unpacks this in Philippians 4:11: 'l have learned in whatever state | am, to be
content. | know how to be abased and | know how to abound.'

* Contentment is not passive resignation. It is a learned posture — Paul says he 'learned'
it.

+ Contentment does not mean wanting nothing. It means your sense of security and
satisfaction comes from God, not from what you have or don't have.



The man who is not content with little will not be content with much. More money does
not produce contentment.

Proverbs 23:4-5 adds the warning: 'Riches make themselves wings; they fly away like an
eagle.' Chasing money produces anxiety, not security.

5. The Widow's Offering — A Different Way to Count

Luke 21:1-4 introduces a principle that runs counter to every financial system: God does not
measure giving by the amount given but by the proportion. The widow gave two small copper
coins — and Jesus said she gave more than all the wealthy donors combined:

The wealthy gave 'out of their abundance' — it cost them little in proportion to what they
had.

She gave ‘all the livelihood that she had' — 100% of her resources.
God's math is not the world's math. He measures faithfulness, not quantity.

This matters practically: it means no one is disqualified from participation in God's
financial system because they 'don't have enough to give.'

6. Blessed to Be a Blessing

1 Timothy 6:17-19 closes with God's stated purpose for giving us resources: not so we can
accumulate but so we can distribute. 'Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready
to give, willing to share.' God's intent was established in Genesis 12:2 when He told Abraham: 'l
will bless you... and you shall be a blessing.' The blessing always has a direction — outward:

We are not the destination of God's financial blessing — we are the conduit.
Being 'ready to give, willing to share' is the posture God calls His people to.

This is not primarily a financial principle — it is a reflection of God's nature. He gives. We
were made in His image. We give.

Reflection Questions

7 Reflection Questions

1.

If everything belongs to God and you are a steward rather than an owner, how does
that change how you approach financial decisions — major purchases, debt, savings,
giving? Where is the gap between this perspective and how you actually make
day-to-day money decisions?

The verse says the love of money — not money itself — is the root of all kinds of evil.
Honestly, is there an area of your financial life where money has moved from being a
tool to being a source of security, identity, or significance? What does that look like in
practice?
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The spirit of mammon works through desire, comparison, and fear. Which of these
three is most active in your financial life right now? What specific fear, comparison, or
desire is it using to get your attention?

Paul said he 'learned' contentment — implying it is not natural. Where are you
currently in that learning process? Is there a specific area of your life where you are
consistently discontent, regardless of how much you have?

. The widow gave everything she had. God said she gave more than anyone. What is

the 'everything' in your situation — the thing that, if you gave it, would represent
genuine trust in God rather than convenient generosity?

This Week's Steps

(%4 This Week's Steps

1.

Write down your net worth — assets minus liabilities. Then write at the top: 'This is
God's, entrusted to me as a steward.' Sit with that declaration and ask God: am |
handling what is Yours the way You would want me to handle it? Write down what
comes to mind.

2. Read 1 Timothy 6:6-19 in full this week. As you read, pay attention to every
instruction Paul gives Timothy about money and wealth. Make a list. Then honestly
assess: which of these instructions am | currently following? Which am | not?

3. ldentify the primary way mammon is working in your life right now — is it primarily
through desire (wanting more), comparison (measuring yourself against others), or
fear (anxiety about not having enough)? Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what lie is
underneath that specific manifestation.

4. Practice gratitude as a contentment exercise this week. Each morning, write down
five specific financial blessings — things you have that you did not earn and do not
deserve. Let this practice shift your focus from what you lack to what you have
received.

5. Find one opportunity to be a blessing financially this week — not a large amount, not
a scheduled gift, but a specific, Spirit-led act of generosity. It might be a meal, a bill
paid, a specific gift. Do it without expectation of any return.

Key Terms
Stewardship Managing what belongs to another on their behalf. The biblical

posture toward money: we manage God's resources according to
His purposes, not our preferences.



Mammon

The Love of Money

Contentment

Blessed to Be a

Blessing

Series Overview

The spirit Jesus nhamed that operates through the financial
system. Its goal is to redirect worship, trust, and focus from God to
money. Jesus said you cannot serve both.

1 Timothy 6:10 — not money itself, but the attachment to money
as a source of security, identity, or significance. This posture
opens the door to 'all kinds of evil.'

1 Timothy 6:6 — a learned posture in which one's security and
satisfaction come from God, not from financial circumstances.
Paul experienced it both in abundance and in lack.

Genesis 12:2 — God's stated purpose for financial blessing: not
accumulation but distribution. We are conduits, not reservoirs.
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Giving
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Everything belongs to God; stewardship vs. ownership;
mammon; contentment; 2,000+ scriptures on money

Matthew 6; treasures in heaven; the single eye; mammon as a
spirit; fear vs. faith; seek first the Kingdom

Matthew 6:33; Proverbs 3; firstfruits in Scripture; Cain vs. Abel;
Elijah and the widow; Genesis 14

Malachi 3; is the tithe valid today?; three OT tithes; Genesis 14
before the law; the cross and tithing

2 Corinthians 8-9; the Macedonian church; grace of giving;
cheerful giver; enough for needs and overflow

Galatians 6:7; Luke 6:38; Matthew 25 parable of talents; God
adds and multiplies; a lifestyle, not a transaction







ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom

Session 2: Where Your Heart Is
Session 2 of 8

Session 2 Overview

Session 1 established the foundation: everything belongs to God, and we are stewards. Session
2 turns to one of the most important passages about money in the Gospels: Matthew 6:19-34.
Jesus reveals that money and the heart are inseparably connected — where your treasure
goes, your heart follows. He also identifies the primary obstacle to operating in God's financial
system: fear. And He offers the one principle that overcomes it: seek first the Kingdom.

Key Scriptures

Matthew 6:19-21 (NKJV)

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:22-24 (NKJV)

The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of
light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness... No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

Matthew 6:25-34 (NKJV — key verses)

Therefore | say to you, do not worry about your life... Look at the birds of the air, for they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they?... O you of little faith... But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

Psalm 37:25 (NKJV)

I have been young, and now am old; yet | have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
descendants begging bread.



Romans 8:32 (NKJV)
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?

Core Teaching

1. Where Your Treasure Is — The Inseparable Connection

Matthew 6:21 is one of the most practically diagnostic verses in Scripture: 'For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.' Jesus is not making a moral judgment — He is stating
a spiritual law. Money follows the heart, and the heart follows money:

* If you want to know where someone's heart truly is, look at where their money goes —
not what they say they care about.

» This is why a pastor once said: checking the giving records of church members is not
about control — it is about knowing where people's hearts are. Where the treasure goes,
the heart follows.

+ God is after the heart. He is not after the money. But money is tied to the heart, which is
why it is such an important spiritual indicator.

* Practical question: If someone looked at your last three months of financial transactions
without any other context, what would they conclude your heart is most devoted to?

2. The Single Eye — Whatever You Focus On Grows

Matthew 6:22-23 — the verses about the eye as the lamp of the body — appear to interrupt the
financial teaching but actually deepen it. The principle Jesus is establishing: whatever you focus
on will fill and direct you:

» 'If your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light." A clear, single-focused eye —
fixed on God — produces a life full of light and clarity.

* 'If your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness." A divided, distracted eye —
fixed on money, things, or status — produces confusion and bondage.

* The application to finances: if your eyes are focused on money — how to get more, how
to protect what you have, how to compete with what others have — that focus will
consume you.

* As you behold Him, you become like Him (2 Corinthians 3:18). Conversely, as you
behold mammon, you become conformed to its values.

Whatever you focus on, you become. Set your eyes on God and His Kingdom
— and that is what will fill and direct your life.



3. You Cannot Serve Two Masters

Matthew 6:24 is uncompromising: "You cannot serve God and mammon.' This is not a warning
about the danger of trying to serve both — it is a statement of impossibility. Two masters cannot
be served simultaneously:

» Jesus uses the word 'serve' intentionally — mammon wants servants. It wants your
primary loyalty, trust, and obedience.

« Every financial decision is an act of allegiance to one master or the other. There is no
neutral ground.

* The question is not 'Do you have money?' but 'Does money have you?' One can have
great wealth and serve God faithfully. One can have very little and be enslaved to
mammon.

* In the ancient world, mammon was literally worshipped as a deity. Jesus is saying: in the
financial realm, there is a spiritual competition for your devotion.

4. Fear — Mammon's Primary Weapon

Matthew 6:25-31 addresses the practical outworking of being under mammon's influence:
anxiety, worry, and fear. Jesus names it directly: 'O you of little faith' (v.30). Fear and faith
operate in opposite directions:

‘ Fear (Mammon's Tool) Faith (God's Way)

Focuses on what you don't have Focuses on who God is and what He has
promised

Says 'l don't have enough’ Says 'My God shall supply all my needs'
(Phil. 4:19)

Causes you to grasp, hoard, and protect Causes you to give, release, and trust

Is energized by looking at circumstances Is energized by looking at God's character
and track record

Drives us toward the world's financial Drives us toward God's financial system
system

The connection: fear is associated with the spirit of mammon. When financial fear rises, it is not
a neutral emotion — it is the spirit of mammon working to get your attention and redirect your
trust from God to the financial system.

5. 'Are You Not of More Value?' — God's Assessment

Jesus's argument in Matthew 6:26-30 is from lesser to greater: if God provides for birds and
clothes grass, how much more will He provide for His children?

10



"Your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?' (v.26) — the
answer is unequivocally yes.

This is not prosperity theology — it is covenant theology. Those who have entered into
relationship with God through Christ have a Father who has promised to meet their
needs.

Psalm 37:25 confirms it across a lifetime: 'l have been young and now am old, yet | have
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread.’

Romans 8:32 makes the ultimate argument: 'He who did not spare His own Son... how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?' If He gave Jesus, He will not
withhold what we need.

6. Seek First — The Master Principle

Matthew 6:33 is the summary of everything Jesus has been building toward: 'But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.' This is the
operating principle that overrides the spirit of mammon:

'Seek first' — priority, not exclusivity. It does not say seek only. It says seek first.

"The kingdom of God' — His rule and reign. Aligning your life — including your finances
— under His Lordship.

'‘And His righteousness' — right standing with Him; right relationship. The starting point is
relationship, not religious performance.

'All these things shall be added' — provision, needs met, abundance for good works. Not
that you become wealthy by default, but that God takes responsibility for your provision
when you take responsibility for seeking Him.

This is not 'name it and claim it.' It is 'seek Him and trust Him.'

Reflection Questions

7 Reflection Questions

1.

Matthew 6:21 — 'Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.' Look honestly
at where your financial resources are going. What does the actual pattern — not the
intention, the actual pattern — say about what your heart is most devoted to?

. The 'single eye' principle says whatever you focus on will fill and direct you. Where is

most of your financial mental energy going right now — toward God and His
Kingdom, or toward money concerns (debt, income, expenses, what others have)?
What does that focus produce in your daily emotional state?

'You cannot serve God and mammon' — this is a statement of impossibility, not a
warning. Is there an area of your financial life where you are genuinely trying to serve
both — keeping God in view while operating fundamentally by the world's system?
What would it look like to move fully under one master?

1"



4. Fear is identified as mammon's primary tool. On a scale of 1 to 10, how much

financial fear do you carry — about provision, debt, retirement, emergencies? What
specific fear is most present? And what does Jesus say to speak directly to that fear?
'Seek first the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added.' What would
seeking God's Kingdom first look like in your specific financial situation right now? Not
in theory — what one practical decision would you make differently this week if God
and His Kingdom genuinely came first?

This Week's Steps

("4 This Week's Steps

1.

Read Matthew 6:19-34 slowly every day this week. Each day, pay attention to a
different verse or phrase. On day 1, meditate on verse 21. Day 2, verse 24. Day 3,
verses 26-27. Day 4, verse 30. Day 5, verse 33. Let each passage speak to a specific
aspect of your financial life.

Identify the primary financial fear that most occupies your mental energy. Write it
down in one sentence. Then find two Scripture passages that speak directly to it —
not generally encouraging ones, but specifically addressing the fear. Memorize one of
them this week and use it each time the fear surfaces.

Ask someone who knows you well: 'Based on what you see in my life, what does it
look like my heart is most focused on financially?' Be open to their honest answer.
This kind of external perspective can reveal blind spots that internal reflection misses.
Practice the 'seek first' principle by beginning each day this week with prayer before
you look at your financial accounts, emails, or news. Deliberately put His Kingdom
first in your morning — before the financial concerns of the day claim your attention.
Examine your eye: where does your financial thinking go most naturally — to trust in
God, or to anxiety about circumstances? Make a deliberate decision this week to
return your focus to God every time you notice financial worry rising. Not suppression
— redirection toward who He is and what He has promised.

12



Key Terms

'Treasures in Heaven'

The Single Eye

'"You Cannot Serve
Two Masters'

Fear as Mammon's
Tool

'Seek First the
Kingdom'

Matthew 6:20 — not a literal description of heaven's economy, but
an image for investments that are eternal and indestructible:
generosity, faithfulness, Kingdom work.

Matthew 6:22-23 — the principle that whatever you focus on fills
and directs you. A clear eye fixed on God produces light; a divided
eye fixed on mammon produces darkness.

Matthew 6:24 — not a warning about difficulty, but a statement of
impossibility. In the financial realm, there is only one Lord or the
other. No neutral ground.

Matthew 6:25-31 — anxiety and worry about provision are the
primary symptoms of being under the influence of mammon rather
than trusting in God as Provider.

Matthew 6:33 — the master financial principle: when God and His
Kingdom genuinely come first in priority, He takes responsibility for
adding what we need.

Connecting the Sessions

It's All
God's

2 Where Your
Heart Is

Notes

Everythlng belongs to God We are stewards, not owners. The
love of money — not money itself — is the root of evil.

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be. Mammon is a
spirit. Fear is its tool. Seeking God first is the answer.

13
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ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom
Session 3: The Principle of First Things

Session 3 of 8

Session 3 Overview

Session 2 established that where your treasure is, there your heart will be — and that seeking
God's Kingdom first is the master principle. Session 3 goes deeper into what 'first' actually
means in practice. The principle of firstfruits runs from Genesis through the New Testament:
God is first, and He is honored by receiving the first and the best of what He has provided. This
session traces that principle through three Old Testament accounts — Cain and Abel, the widow
at Zarephath, and Abraham and Melchizedek — to show that firstfruits is not a law but a spiritual
pattern that predates the law.

Key Scriptures

Matthew 6:33 (NKJV)

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
fo you.

Proverbs 3:9-10 (NKJV)

Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase; so your
barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.

Genesis 4:3-5 (NKJV)

And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the
ground to the Lord. Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord
respected Abel and his offering, but He did not respect Cain and his offering.

1 Kings 17:13-14 (NKJV)

And Elijah said to her, ‘Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake
from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son. For thus
says the Lord God of Israel: The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run
dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.’

15



Genesis 14:18-20 (NKJV)

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most
High. And he blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor of
heaven and earth... who has delivered your enemies into your hand.' And he gave him a tithe
of all.

Core Teaching

1. God Is First — Not Second, Not an Afterthought

Matthew 6:33 and Proverbs 3:9-10 establish the same principle from different angles: God is
first. This is not a preference or a suggestion. It is a declaration about who He is and how His
financial system operates:

* Proverbs 3:9 — 'Honor the Lord with your possessions and with the firstfruits of all your
increase.' The word 'honor' carries the sense of acknowledging His weight and worth.

* God is not asking to be honored after all the bills are paid and what remains is given. He
asks to be honored first.

» The promise that follows is direct: 'So your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats
will overflow with new wine.' Honoring first releases His blessing on the rest.

» This principle is not primarily about money — it is about the posture of the heart. Putting
God first in finances is an act of declaration: | trust You more than | trust my own
management of these resources.

When God receives the first and the best, His blessing is released on
everything that follows. Firstfruits is not a financial technique — it is a
declaration of trust.

2. Cain and Abel — First vs. In Process of Time

Genesis 4 provides the earliest recorded offering in Scripture, and the contrast between Cain's
offering and Abel's is more significant than it first appears:

‘ Cain's Offering Abel's Offering The Difference

'In the process of time' — "The firstborn of his flock and = Timing and priority: Abel
not first their fat' — first and best gave first; Cain gave later
'Fruit of the ground' — 'Fat portions' — the premium Quality: Abel gave the

unspecified quality portions best; Cain gave some

16



God did not respect it God respected it God's response to
first/best vs.
in-process/whatever

Hebrews 11:4 adds: 'By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice.' The distinction was
not just timing or quality — it was faith. Giving the first and best is an act of faith that says: | trust
God more than | trust my own management of my resources.

3. Joshua and Achan — The First Is Sacred

When Israel entered Canaan, Jericho was the first city — and God declared it entirely devoted
to Him (Joshua 6:17-19). The firstfruits principle in action: the first belongs to God and sanctifies
the rest:

» Achan took some of the 'devoted things' from Jericho — things that belonged to God, not
to him (Joshua 7).

* The consequence was that all of Israel suffered: 'Israel has sinned.' The individual failure
to honor God with the first affected the whole community.

* The spiritual principle: when the first is given to God, He releases His blessing and
covering on everything that follows. When the first is withheld, the covering is
compromised.

4. Elijah and the Widow at Zarephath — 'Make Me First'

1 Kings 17 contains one of the most powerful and counterintuitive demonstrations of the
firstfruits principle in the Bible. A widow has nothing left but the final meal for herself and her son
— and God sends Elijah to ask her to give first:

The Impossible Command
The widow's situation: a handful of flour, a little oil, two sticks to cook a final meal before
death.

Elijah's instruction: 'Do not fear. Go and do as you said — but make me a small cake from it
first. Bring it to me. Afterward make some for yourself and your son.'

God's promise: "The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry.'

Her response: 'She went away and did according to the word of Elijah — and she and he and
her household ate for many days.'

* The command 'first' is the entire point. Not: give when you have extra. Not: give when
you feel secure. Give first, even from scarcity.

+ The miracle began only when she obeyed the firstfruits principle. Before she obeyed,
nothing. After she gave first, supernatural provision.

« This story is not an anomaly — it is an illustration of a principle. God's way is to release
provision after the first is given in faith.

17



5. Abraham and Melchizedek — Before the Law

Genesis 14 contains the first tithe in recorded Scripture — and it happened centuries before the
Mosaic Law. After Abraham defeated the kings who had taken Lot captive, he met Melchizedek,
king of Salem and priest of God Most High:

* Melchizedek blessed Abraham. Abraham 'gave him a tithe of all' — 10% of everything
captured.

* This was not legal requirement. It was a spontaneous response to the greatness of God
— a recognition that what was gained came from God's deliverance, not human
achievement.

* Hebrews 7 identifies Melchizedek as a type of Christ — the eternal priest. Tithing to
Melchizedek is a picture of honoring Christ.

* Key implication: the tithe predates the Mosaic Law by centuries. It is a spiritual principle
rooted in covenant relationship, not legal obligation. When Moses later codified it, he
was institutionalizing an already-established spiritual reality.

6. What Happens When You Give First

Throughout Scripture, the firstfruits principle produces consistent results: God's blessing is
released on everything that follows. Not because giving earns it, but because firstfruits is an act
of trust that opens the channel:

* Proverbs 3:10 — "Your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow." Not just
adequate — overflowing.

» Joshua 7 reveals the inverse: withholding the first creates a 'curse' — not God's
punishment, but the natural consequence of stepping outside His covering.

» Elijah's widow experienced it: from one meal to many days of supernatural provision.

* Abraham demonstrated it: giving the first as a response to God's greatness, not as a
payment to earn His favor.

Reflection Questions

7 Reflection Questions

1. Proverbs 3:9 says to honor God with the firstfruits — not the leftovers, not what is
convenient, not what remains after the bills are paid. Honestly, does your current
financial practice reflect firstfruits or leftovers? What has prevented the shift from one
to the other?

2. Cain's offering was 'in the process of time' — meaning later, not first. Abel's was the
firstborn of his flock — first and best. By faith, not by law. What would giving 'by faith'
rather than 'by law' look like in your specific situation? What is the difference in
posture?

3. Elijah told the widow to make his cake first — before her own and her son's, from the
last of her resources. This is the most extreme version of the firstfruits principle. Is
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there a situation in your life where God is asking you to give first from what feels like
your last? What is the fear that is blocking that?

. Abraham's tithe to Melchizedek happened before the Mosaic Law and was a

spontaneous response to God's greatness, not a legal obligation. Does your giving
feel like a response to God's greatness, or does it feel like a legal obligation or a
religious guilt payment? What would change if it became genuinely the former?

. The principle is: when God receives the first, He releases His blessing on the rest. Is

there an area of your financial life where you have been waiting for security before
you give — when the promise is that the security comes after you give? What would it
look like to reverse that order this week?

This Week's Steps

{74 This Week's Steps

1.

This week, before you pay any bill, make any purchase, or handle any financial
transaction, pause and acknowledge: 'This is God's money. | am a steward.' Then
make one specific decision that reflects the firstfruits principle — give or commit to
give before you spend on yourself.

Read the full story of Elijah and the widow at Zarephath — 1 Kings 17:8-24. Read it
slowly. Notice the sequence: need — command to give first — obedience —
supernatural provision. Ask God: is there a 'give first' command He has been
speaking to me that | have not obeyed? Write down what comes to mind.

Read Genesis 14:17-20 and Hebrews 7:1-10 as a pair this week. As you read, notice
that Abraham's tithe predates the law and is described in Hebrews as still carrying
weight in the New Covenant. Ask the Holy Spirit: what does firstfruits mean for me in
the New Covenant?

Identify the most significant financial fear you currently carry — the one that makes
giving 'first' feel impossible. Write it down in one sentence. Then write Proverbs
3:9-10 underneath it. Read both aloud. Ask God: which of these two is true? Which
am | living by?

Commit to one specific firstfruits action this week: before you pay a single bill, transfer
your tithe or offering. Do the math — what is 10% of your income this period? Give
that before anything else. Notice what happens in your spirit when you do it,
regardless of what happens in your bank account.
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Connecting the Sessions

It's All God's Everything belongs to God. We are stewards, not owners. The
love of money — not money itself — is the root of evil.

2 Where Your Where your treasure is, there your heart will be. Mammon is a
Heart Is spirit. Fear is its tool. Seeking God first is the answer.

3 The Principle ~ God is first. Firstfruits honor Him and release His blessing on
of First the rest. The widow's obedience to give first changed
Things everything.

Notes
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ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom
Session 4: Tithes and Offerings — The Principle Through the Cross

Session 4 of 8

Session 4 Overview

Session 3 established the firstfruits principle as a spiritual pattern that predates the Mosaic Law.
Session 4 turns to the most debated question in Christian finances: is the tithe still valid for New
Testament believers? This session works through Malachi 3, the three Old Testament tithes, and
the question of what happens to the tithe when it passes through the cross — arriving at the
conclusion that while the tithe as a law was fulfilled in Christ, the principle of firstfruits giving not
only survives the cross, it goes higher.

Key Scriptures

Malachi 3:6, 8-12 (NKJV)

'For | am the Lord, | do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob'... 'Will
a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, In what way have we robbed You? In
tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole
nation. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try
Me now in this,’ says the Lord of hosts, 'if | will not open for you the windows of heaven and
pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it. And | will
rebuke the devourer for your sakes...'

Genesis 14:20 (NKJV)

'And blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.' And he
gave him a tithe of all.

Proverbs 3:9-10 (NKJV)

Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase; so your
barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.
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Core Teaching

1. Malachi 3:6 — 'l Do Not Change'

Malachi 3 opens with one of the most important declarations in the Old Testament before
addressing the tithe: 'For | am the Lord, | do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O
sons of Jacob.' This context is essential for understanding everything that follows:

God's character, principles, and ways are immutable. What was true about His nature
then is true now.

The opening statement is not about judgment — it is about grace. He does not change,
which is why Israel was not consumed despite their unfaithfulness.

This frames the tithing discussion: God is consistent. His principles do not expire. The
question is not whether He has changed but whether His people are in alignment with
His unchanging ways.

2. 'Will a Man Rob God?' — Malachi 3:8-12

The most direct language about tithing in the Bible appears in Malachi 3:8-12. Several critical
observations:

'Will a man rob God?' — the language is striking. God describes the failure to tithe as
robbery, not merely omission. This tells us something about the nature of the tithe: God
considers it His.

'In tithes and offerings' — both are mentioned, suggesting that honoring God financially
involves more than the tithe alone. The tithe is the starting point; offerings go beyond.
'"You are cursed with a curse' — not God actively punishing but the natural consequence
of operating outside His covering. A farmer who does not plant is not cursed by weather
— he simply has no harvest.

The Malachi 3 Promises

1. 'l will open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there
will not be room enough to receive it.'

2. 'l will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your
ground.'

3. 'All nations will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land.'

God's unique invitation: 'Try Me now in this' — the only place in Scripture where He explicitly
invites being tested.

The question worth asking: what, specifically, do you not like about this passage? The open
windows of heaven? The rebuked devourer? Being called blessed? Every element is a promise
of God's active involvement in your provision.
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3. The Three Old Testament Tithes

The Mosaic Law actually established three distinct tithes — a detail often overlooked in tithing
discussions:

‘ The Tithe The Purpose The Recipient

First Tithe — 10%  Support for the Levites who had no = The Levitical priests who

inheritance of land served the community
Second Tithe Provision for the three annual The worshipping family, used

feasts in Jerusalem for the journey and celebration
Third Tithe — Care for the poor, the widow, the The most vulnerable members
Every 3rd year orphan, the alien of the community

The total combined obligation under the Law was closer to 23% annually. When people say they
are 'not under the Old Testament tithing law,' they are often comparing their 10% to the full Old
Testament system — and coming out well ahead even by the standard they are rejecting.

4. The Tithe Through the Cross — What Happens?

The critical theological question: when the Mosaic Law was fulfilled in Christ, what happened to
the tithe? The answer has two parts:

+ The tithe as law was fulfilled — like every other aspect of the Mosaic Law, its legal
requirement was satisfied by Christ. Believers are not under the legal obligation of the
tithe as part of the Mosaic covenant.

* But the tithe as principle is not only preserved — it is elevated. Just as the Law's
prohibition on murder ('do not kill') goes higher in the New Covenant (‘do not even be
angry without cause'), the principle of firstfruits giving goes higher in the New Covenant
because now it's all His.

* New Covenant logic: if the tithe was 10% of Israel's possessions, and the New Covenant
understanding is that 100% of everything belongs to God, how could New Covenant
giving be less than the OId?

* Abraham's tithe to Melchizedek in Genesis 14 — which Hebrews 7 treats as having
ongoing weight — predates the Mosaic Law entirely and functions as the covenant basis
for the principle.

The tithe as law was fulfilled in Christ. The principle of firstfruits giving was
not abolished — it was elevated. In the New Covenant, all of it is His.
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5. Why 10%? — The Test Principle

The Hebrew word for tithe (maaser) simply means 'tenth.' But the number ten carries theological
weight in Scripture — it is the number of testing:

10 plagues in Egypt. 10 commandments. 10 spies sent into Canaan. 10 is consistently
associated with divine testing in Scripture.

God says in Malachi: "Try Me now in this' — He is asking for the test to go both ways.
You test His faithfulness with your firstfruits; He tests your heart.

The tithe is fundamentally a test of trust: will you honor God first with what He has given
you, trusting that He will provide the rest?

This is not about the mathematical precision of 10% — it is about the posture of a heart
that says: 'l trust You more than | trust my management of these resources.’

6. Where Does the Tithe Go?
Malachi 3:10 specifies: 'Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My

house.

' The storehouse was the central repository for the community of faith — the equivalent of

the local church in the New Testament context:

The principle of order: giving begins where you are planted, where God has recorded
your name, where you are in relationship and community.

This does not exclude giving to missions, the poor, or other causes — but those come
from the abundance that flows from a faithful foundation.

Beginning at the local church reflects the relational nature of God's financial system. It is
connected, accountable, and ordered — not random, individual, and self-directed.

Reflection Questions

7 Reflection Questions

1.

Malachi 3:10 contains the only place in Scripture where God says 'try Me' — He
invites being tested. Have you ever genuinely taken God up on this specific invitation
— committed to tithe and watched what happened over a meaningful period of time?
If not, what has prevented it?

. The three Old Testament tithes combined to approximately 23% annually. When you

consider that the New Covenant is built on better promises and the fullness of Christ's
provision, does the argument 'I'm not under the Old Testament law' still feel like a
compelling reason to give less? What is it actually about?

The tithe as law was fulfilled in Christ — but the principle of firstfruits giving goes
higher in the New Covenant because now it's all His. How does thinking of your giving
not as tithing (legal obligation) but as firstfruits (relational honor) change how it feels
to give?
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4. God describes not tithing as robbing Him. This is strong language. Is there a posture
in your heart that has been treating God's first portion as yours to spend? What would
it mean to genuinely give back to Him what has always been His?

5. The promise in Malachi 3:11 is not just provision — it is also protection: 'l will rebuke
the devourer for your sakes.' Have there been seasons in your life when financial
resources seemed to be mysteriously disappearing, devoured? What was your giving
practice during that period?

This Week's Steps

("4 This Week's Steps

1. Read Malachi 3:6-12 slowly three times this week. Each time, notice something
different: the character of God in verse 6, the specific accusation in verse 8, and the
specific promises in verses 10-12. Ask yourself honestly: what, specifically, do | not
want about what this passage promises?

2. Calculate your tithe this week: 10% of your gross income. Write the number down.
Then pray: 'Lord, | acknowledge this is Yours. | honor You with the firstfruits of my
increase. | trust You with the rest." Whether or not the action immediately follows, let
the acknowledgment be real.

3. Read Hebrews 7:1-10 this week — specifically the argument that Abraham's tithe to
Melchizedek carries ongoing weight in the Melchizedek priesthood (which is Christ's).
Sit with the argument that the tithe predates and transcends the Mosaic Law.

4. If you are not currently tithing, commit this week to beginning with one month of
tithing to your local church — not as a test of God in the Malachi 3 sense, but as an
act of obedience and faith. Note what happens in your spirit and your finances over
that month.

5. If you are currently tithing, ask God this week: is there an offering above the tithe that
He is calling you toward? An increase in giving to a specific cause, a specific need, a
specific person? Give as He directs — from the abundance that the tithe has opened.

Connecting the Sessions

It's All God's  Everything belongs to God. We are stewards, not owners. The
love of money — not money itself — is the root of evil.

2 Where Your =~ Where your treasure is, there your heart will be. Mammon is a
Heart Is spirit. Fear is its tool. Seeking God first is the answer.
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3 The God is first. Firstfruits honor Him and release His blessing on
Principle of the rest. The widow's obedience to give first changed
First Things = everything.

4 Tithes and The tithe is a spiritual principle — not Old Testament law to
Offerings discard. It predates the law and transitions through the cross
into giving.
Notes
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ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom

Session 5: The Grace of Giving — The New Testament Principle
Session 5 of 8

Session 5 Overview

Session 4 established that the tithe as Old Testament law was fulfilled in Christ, but the principle
of firstfruits giving transitions into something higher in the New Covenant: giving. Session 5
unpacks the New Testament theology of giving from 2 Corinthians 8-9 — one of the most
complete treatments of the subject in the Bible. The key insight is that New Testament giving is
not about law or obligation — it is about grace. There is a supernatural empowerment God
imparts for generosity, and it is available to every believer.

Key Scriptures

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NKJV)

Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of
Macedonia: that in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded in the riches of their liberality. For | bear witness that according to their ability, yes,
and beyond their ability, they were freely willing... they first gave themselves to the Lord, and
then to us by the will of God.

2 Corinthians 8:7-9 (NKJV)

But as you abound in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in
your love for us — see that you abound in this grace also... For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you
through His poverty might become rich.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 10-11 (NKJV)

But this | say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound
toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for
every good work... He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and
multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are
enriched in everything for all liberality.
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Luke 6:38 (NKJV)

Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running
over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you.

Core Teaching

1. The Macedonian Miracle — Giving Beyond Ability

Paul holds up the churches of Macedonia as the defining model of New Testament generosity.
Their circumstances make their giving remarkable and their example all the more instructive:

+ 'A great trial of affliction' — they were under severe hardship, not comfortable
circumstances.

» 'Deep poverty' — not a modest shortfall but genuine material lack.

* 'The abundance of their joy... abounded in the riches of their liberality' — the giving came
from joy, not obligation.

* 'Beyond their ability, they were freely willing' — they gave more than was naturally
possible for their financial situation.

* 'They first gave themselves to the Lord' — the sequence matters. The giving was not
primarily financial; it was a prior surrender of self to God that then expressed itself in
financial generosity.

The Macedonians gave beyond their ability because they had first given
themselves. Financial generosity flows from a surrendered life. The order is
always: self first, then resources.

2. The Grace of Giving — A Supernatural Capacity

2 Corinthians 8:7 introduces a concept that transforms how we think about generosity: 'see that
you abound in this grace also.' Paul calls giving a grace — not a duty, not a law, not a moral
requirement. A grace:

* Grace in the New Testament is not merely unmerited favor — it is the empowering
presence and ability of God at work in the believer. It is God doing through us what we
cannot do on our own.

» There is a supernatural capacity to give that God imparts to those who surrender to it.
This is why the Macedonians gave 'beyond their ability' — the grace exceeded their
natural capacity.

+ Paul lists the gifts the Corinthians excel in: faith, speech, knowledge, diligence, love.
Then he says: 'see that you abound in this grace also.' Giving is in the same category as
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faith, knowledge, and love — a grace to be cultivated, not merely a transaction to be
completed.

3. The Model — Jesus Himself

2 Corinthians 8:9 grounds the grace of giving in Christ's own example: 'For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you
through His poverty might become rich.' The incarnation is the ultimate act of giving:

* He was rich — the Creator of all that exists, with access to all the Father has.

* He became poor — emptying Himself of all privilege, taking on human limitation,
becoming a servant.

* Purpose: 'that you through His poverty might become rich' — His giving was not for His
benefit. It was entirely for ours.

+ The grace of giving flows from understanding what He gave and why. When His giving to
us becomes a lived revelation, our giving to others becomes a natural response.

4. The Sowing Principle — More Sown, More Reaped

2 Corinthians 9:6 states one of the most straightforward financial principles in the New
Testament: 'He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully." This is agricultural logic applied to giving:

+ A farmer determines his yield before he plants — by how much seed he commits to the
ground.

* No farmer plants one seed hoping for one seed back. The entire purpose of sowing is
multiplication.

» The principle applies directly: giving sparingly produces sparse returns; giving bountifully
produces abundant returns.

* This is not a formula for getting rich — it is a principle for understanding that generosity
operates in a sphere where multiplication is the normal pattern.

5. The Cheerful Giver — Not Grudgingly or of Necessity

2 Corinthians 9:7 specifies the heart posture God is looking for: 'Let each one give as he
purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.' The word
for 'cheerful' in Greek is hilaros — from which we get 'hilarious":

* 'Not grudgingly' — not resentfully, not with a sense of being pressured or robbed.
* 'Not of necessity' — not because guilt or obligation compelled it.

* 'As he purposes in his heart' — a decision made in advance, from the will, not reactive to
circumstances.

» 'Hilarious giver' — the image is someone so aligned with God's generosity that giving
produces joy, not sacrifice. Getting to give is the opportunity, not the obligation.
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6. The Definition of Prosperity — Enough and an Abundance

2 Corinthians 9:8 and 9:10-11 together provide a complete picture of what prosperity actually
means in God's economy — and it is different from the world's definition:

‘ The World's Definition of Prosperity God's Definition of Prosperity

Accumulating as much as possible Having enough to meet all your needs

Measured by what you keep Measured by what you can give away

Produces more desire for more Produces 'an abundance for every good
work'

Never enough — always wanting more All sufficiency in all things

'‘Enriched in everything for all liberality' — the purpose of God's provision is not accumulation but
distribution. He enriches us so we can give. He gives seed to sowers — those who are already
planting — not to hoarders.

7. Luke 6:38 — The Pressed Down Measure

Luke 6:38 — 'Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over' — uses the imagery of a grain merchant measuring out product:

* 'Good measure' — not just fair, but generous. Not exactly 10%, but good.
* 'Pressed down' — compacted so more fits in the measure.

» 'Shaken together' — settled down to create room for more.

* 'Running over' — more than the measure can contain.

* This is the measure God returns when we give. And: 'with the same measure you use, it
will be measured back to you.' The measure we use determines the measure returned.

Reflection Questions

7 Reflection Questions

1. The Macedonians gave 'beyond their ability' because they had first given themselves
to the Lord. In your own financial life, has there been a prior surrender of self to God
that gives the financial decisions their context? Or has money been a separate
category from your spiritual life?

2. Paul calls giving a 'grace' — a supernatural capacity God imparts, in the same
category as faith, knowledge, and love. Does giving feel like a grace to you —
something that God empowers and grows — or does it feel like an obligation that you
manage? What would receiving the grace of giving actually look like?
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2 Corinthians 8:9 — 'He became poor that you through His poverty might become
rich." Meditate on this. What did Jesus actually give up in the incarnation? What does
the depth of His giving produce in you when you consider it honestly?

2 Corinthians 9:7 — 'not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver.' On
a spectrum from 'grudgingly’ to 'hilarious,' where is your giving right now? What
specific thing would have to change — internally, not externally — to move it toward
hilarious?

Verse 8: 'God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work."' This is the
promise: not wealth to accumulate, but enough to meet needs and enough to give
away. Is your current financial posture oriented toward this kind of sufficiency, or
toward a different definition of ‘enough'?

This Week's Steps

%4 This Week's Steps

1.

Read 2 Corinthians 8-9 in full this week as a single unit. It is one of the most complete
treatments of giving in the entire Bible. After reading it, write down the three things
that most challenged or changed how you think about giving.

Pray specifically for the grace of giving. Not for the feeling of wanting to give more —
but for the Spirit of God to impart the same grace He gave the Macedonians:
supernatural capacity and joy in generosity. This is a grace to be received, not a
discipline to be self-generated.

Calculate what 'all sufficiency' looks like for you — genuinely enough to meet all your
needs. Then ask: what is left over? What would 'an abundance for every good work’
mean for someone in your specific financial situation? Let this exercise reframe what
abundance means.

Practice purposing in your heart before giving this week. Before you give anything —
your offering, a gift, any generosity — pause and decide from your will, not from
reaction to circumstances. Ask yourself: am | giving grudgingly, of necessity, or from
genuine purpose? Adjust until the purpose is settled.

Ask God to show you a specific person or need to which He wants you to give this
week — not your regular tithe or scheduled giving, but something specific, led by the
Spirit. Give it. Notice whether the giving feels like loss or like the pressed-down,
shaken-together, running-over measure starting to move.
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Connecting the Sessions

It's All God's Everything belongs to God. We are stewards, not owners. The
love of money — not money itself — is the root of evil.

2 Where Your Where your treasure is, there your heart will be. Mammon is a
Heart Is spirit. Fear is its tool. Seeking God first is the answer.

3 The Principle = God is first. Firstfruits honor Him and release His blessing on
of First the rest. The widow's obedience to give first changed
Things everything.

4 Tithes and The tithe is a spiritual principle — not Old Testament law to
Offerings discard. It predates the law and transitions through the cross

into giving.

5 The Grace of = The New Testament principle is giving — not transactional, but

Giving from a grace that God imparts. We give to get to give.

Notes
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ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom

Session 6: Sowing and Reaping — A Lifestyle, Not a Transaction
Session 6 of 8 | Series Finale

Session 6 Overview

Session 5 introduced the grace of giving and the New Testament principle of liberality. Session 6
brings the series to its practical conclusion by examining the principle that runs beneath
everything else: sowing and reaping. This principle is not a financial formula — it is a law
embedded in creation itself. And it applies to far more than money. The same day this principle
was received in prayer came a simple but clarifying word: God adds and multiplies; the enemy
subtracts and divides. This session unpacks what it means to make sowing and reaping a
lifestyle of faith, not a transactional experiment.

Key Scriptures

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NKJV)

But this | say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

Galatians 6:7-9 (NKJV)

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, and he who sows to the Spirit will of
the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season
we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Luke 6:38, 35-36 (NKJV)

Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running
over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you... Love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return;
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the
unthankful and the evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

Matthew 25:14-29 (NKJV — key verses)

For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own
servants and delivered his goods to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, and to
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another one, each according to his own ability... His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord'... '"You wicked and lazy servant... you ought to have deposited
my money with the bankers, and at my coming | would have received back my own with

interest.’

Galatians 6:9 (NKJV)

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose

heart.

Core Teaching

1. A Word About Arithmetic — God Adds and Multiplies

One morning, a simple revelation came as a word on waking: 'l add and multiply. The devil
subtracts and divides.' This is not complex theology — it is a practical description of two

opposing financial kingdoms:

‘ God's Kingdom The Enemy's Kingdom

Adds and multiplies

John 10:10 — 'l have come that they may
have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly'

Seed planted becomes a harvest of
hundreds

The pressed down, shaken, running over
measure

Faithfulness leads to more responsibility
and more resource

Subtracts and divides

John 10:10 — 'The thief comes to steal, Kill,
and destroy'

Resources dwindle, disappear, are stolen
The never-quite-enough,
always-one-step-behind feeling

Unfaithfulness leads to loss even of what
was given

Everything in God's economy is oriented toward multiplication. One kernel of corn, planted in
good soil, can produce 200-300 kernels per ear across 3-4 ears per stalk — potentially a
thousand seeds from one. This is not prosperity theology; it is the nature of God's creative order.



2. Galatians 6:7 — Do Not Be Deceived

Galatians 6:7 introduces the sowing and reaping principle with a warning: 'Do not be deceived,
God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.' The warning is necessary
because of two common deceptions:

* Deception 1: 'l can sow bad seed and escape the harvest.' God is not mocked — the
harvest comes, always.

* Deception 2: 'l can sow good seed and get away without a harvest.' The inverse is
equally true — faithful sowing always produces a harvest, in due season.

* 'Whatever a man sows' — the law is comprehensive and specific. Not approximately
what you sow. Not a related category. Precisely what you sow is what grows.

» Application: if you sow love, mercy, forgiveness, generosity — those things grow in your
life. If you sow judgment, bitterness, withholding, fear — those things grow too.

3. Luke 6:35-38 — Beyond Financial Giving

Luke 6:38 — 'Give, and it will be given to you' — is not primarily about money in its original
context. It is the conclusion of a passage about love, mercy, forgiveness, and judgment:

» Verse 35 — 'Love your enemies, do good, lend hoping for nothing in return.' Sow love;
reap love.

* Verse 36 — 'Be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.' Sow mercy; reap mercy.

* Verse 37 — 'Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.'

*  Verse 38 — 'Give, and it will be given to you.' The giving of verse 38 flows from verses
35-37 — it is giving love, mercy, forgiveness, generosity.

* The principle is universal: with the same measure you use, it will be measured back to
you. This is not primarily financial — it applies to every relationship, every posture, every
area of life.

4. The Parable of the Talents — Faithfulness and Fear

Matthew 25:14-30 gives the most direct treatment of what God expects from those He entrusts
with resources. Three servants receive talents (large sums of money) according to their ability:

» The five-talent and two-talent servants both doubled what they were given. Both
received: 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You were faithful over a few things, | will
make you ruler over many things.'

* The one-talent servant hid his talent in the ground. His explanation: 'l knew you to be a
hard man, reaping where you have not sown... and | was afraid.' His wrong perception of
God produced fear. His fear produced paralysis. His paralysis produced loss.

*  "You wicked and lazy servant' — the two indictments are wickedness (wrong perception
of God) and laziness (failure to act on what was given). The talent was removed and
given to the one who had ten.
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The One-Talent Servant's Problem

His problem was not financial ability. He received exactly what he could handle.

His problem was his image of God: 'a hard man, reaping where you have not sown."'
Wrong theology produced fear. Fear produced inaction. Inaction produced loss.
How you see God determines how you handle what He has given you.

5. 'Due Season' — The Patience of Sowing

Galatians 6:9 — 'And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if
we do not lose heart' — addresses the most common failure point in the sowing principle: giving
up before the harvest:

* Seeds have germination periods. A farmer who plants today will not harvest tomorrow —
or next week. Different seeds germinate at different rates.

» The principle of sowing and reaping is not a financial slot machine: insert giving, receive
immediate return. It is agricultural: plant faithfully, tend wisely, wait patiently.

« 'If we do not lose heart' — the harvest is conditional not on God's faithfulness but on
ours. He will not fail to bring the harvest. The question is whether we will still be sowing
when it comes.

* 'Due season'is His calendar, not ours. The temptation is to demand the harvest on our
timeline or to conclude after one month that 'it didn't work.' It is always too soon to stop.

6. A Lifestyle, Not a Transaction

The entire series arrives at a single, practical conclusion: handling God's money God's way is
not a spiritual technique or a financial strategy. It is a lifestyle — a sustained, faithful, growing
pattern of trust:

* |t begins with a settled posture: it's all His. | am a steward.

* Itis maintained by a clear focus: seek first the Kingdom.

+ Itis expressed in the discipline of first things: honor God with the firstfruits.

« ltis anchored in a covenant principle: the tithe is the starting point, not the destination.

* It grows by the grace of giving: God supernaturally empowers liberality in those who
surrender to it.

» It bears fruit through faithful sowing: plant love, mercy, forgiveness, and resources —
and wait for the harvest, without growing weary.
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Complete Series Summary

T T

It's All God's —
The Foundation

Where Your
Heart Is

The Principle of
First Things

Tithes and
Offerings

The Grace of
Giving

Sowing and
Reaping

A Closing Word

God's way is the best way. It is different from the world's way — but it is better.

The world's system says: get all you can. God's system says: give all you can, and watch
what He does.

The spirit of mammon wants your attention, your focus, and your worship. God wants your

heart.

Everything belongs to God; stewardship vs. ownership;
mammon; contentment; 2,000+ scriptures on money

Matthew 6; treasures in heaven; the single eye; mammon
as a spirit; fear vs. faith; seek first the Kingdom

Matthew 6:33; Proverbs 3; firstfruits in Scripture; Cain vs.
Abel; Elijah and the widow; Genesis 14

Malachi 3; is the tithe valid today?; three OT tithes; Genesis
14 before the law; the cross and tithing

2 Corinthians 8-9; the Macedonian church; grace of giving;
cheerful giver; enough for needs and overflow

Galatians 6:7; Luke 6:38; Matthew 25 parable of talents;
God adds and multiplies; a lifestyle, not a transaction

When your heart is genuinely His — when you trust Him, honor Him first, and give as He has
given — the financial freedom described in this series becomes not a promise to hope for but
a reality to walk in.

It is a journey. Stay on it.

Final Reflection Questions

/' Reflection Questions

1.

Galatians 6:7 says 'whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.' Looking at your
current financial life — the patterns, the pressures, the provisions — what seeds have
you been planting? What does the harvest tell you about the seed?

. The one-talent servant's problem was his image of God: 'a hard man, reaping where
he had not sown.' Jesus called this assessment wrong. What is your actual image of
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God when it comes to money and provision? Does He feel like the God of Matthew
6:33 who adds all things, or more like the one-talent servant's hard master?

Luke 6:38 applies sowing and reaping to love, mercy, and forgiveness as much as to
money. Is there an area of your life — a relationship, a posture, a pattern — where
you have been experiencing a return of what you have been sowing? What needs to
change in the seed you are planting?

Galatians 6:9 says 'in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.' Have you
stopped sowing in an area of your financial life because the harvest seemed too
slow? What would it mean to pick the seed back up and plant again?

Looking back across the entire series — stewardship, the heart, first things, tithing,
the grace of giving, sowing and reaping — what is the one shift in understanding that
has been most significant for you? And what is the one specific action you will take
this week that you were not taking before?

Final Steps

(%4 This Week's Steps

1.

Notes

Write a personal financial statement of faith based on the six sessions of this series.
Include: who owns it, where your focus is, what goes first, the principle of the tithe,
the grace of giving, and the commitment to sow faithfully. Sign it. Date it. Read it each
week.

Identify one area of your financial life where you have been sowing fear, scarcity, or
withholding rather than faith, generosity, and trust. Make one specific change in that
area this week — not necessarily large, but intentional. Plant a different seed.

Share this series with one person this week — a family member, a friend, a coworker.
Financial bondage is nearly universal; financial freedom is not. Giving someone else
access to these principles is itself an act of sowing.

Commit to a 90-day financial experiment: tithe faithfully, give offerings as the Spirit
leads, track your giving and your provision, and bring it back to God in prayer
regularly. After 90 days, assess: what has God done? This is the Malachi 3:10
invitation in action.

Begin a gratitude and provision journal. Each week, write down three ways God
provided — financially or otherwise — that you did not provide for yourself. This
practice builds the faith that sustains faithful sowing and breaks the fear that
mammon uses to keep you stuck.
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ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom

Session 7: Overcoming the Spirit of Poverty
Session 7 of 8

Session 7 Overview

Session 6 closed the New Testament teaching on giving with the sowing and reaping principle
— the reminder that God adds and multiplies while the enemy subtracts and divides. Session 7
turns to the obstacle that keeps so many believers from ever walking in that principle: fear.
Specifically, a spirit of poverty — a lying, fearful mindset that insists 'l don't have enough' and 'l
can't give.' This session traces that spirit from Israel's fearful report at the border of the
Promised Land to the fearful servant who buried his talent, and identifies three dimensions of
the poverty spirit — a mindset, a generational pattern, and a spiritual force — before closing
with a prayer to break its power.

Key Scriptures

2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV)
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

Numbers 13:27-28, 31-33 (NKJV)

Then they told him, and said: 'We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk
and honey... Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified
and very large..." But the men who had gone up with him said, 'We are not able to go up
against the people, for they are stronger than we... We were like grasshoppers in our own
sight, and so we were in their sight.’

John 8:44 (NKJV)

You are of your father the devil... He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

1 John 4:18 (NKJV)

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he
who fears has not been made perfect in love.
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2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (NKJV)

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.

John 8:31-32 (NKJV)

Then Jesus said... 'If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’

Core Teaching

1. The Spirit of Poverty — A Lie That Feels Like Truth

Session 2 already identified mammon as a spirit with three tools: desire, comparison, and fear.
Session 7 focuses specifically on fear's most persistent expression — a spirit of poverty. It is not
primarily about a bank balance. It is a lying spirit whose one message is simple and constant:

* 'l can't give. | don't have enough.' — the core lie, repeated in a hundred forms.

* It attaches itself to real circumstances — debts, lost income, unpaid bills — and uses
them as evidence for a false conclusion.

+ Jesus identified the source directly in John 8:44: the enemy 'is a liar and the father of it.'
Poverty thinking is not a personality trait — it is a lie believed.

» ltis possible to have money and still carry a spirit of poverty, because the spirit targets
trust, not net worth. A person can be wealthy and still be enslaved to the fear of not
having enough.

Poverty is not first a financial condition. It is a spirit of fear that distorts reality
and tells you that giving is impossible — regardless of how much or how little
you actually have.

2. Numbers 13 — The Grasshopper Report

Numbers 13 records one of the clearest pictures in Scripture of what a fear-based report does to
a promise already given. God had already told Israel the land was theirs. Twelve spies went in
to confirm it — and came back with two different reports of the same facts:
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Two Reports, One Set of Facts

The land: 'It truly flows with milk and honey' — every spy agreed the promise was real and
good.

Caleb's report: 'Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome
it.'

The other ten spies' report: 'We are not able to go up against the people, for they are
stronger than we... we were like grasshoppers in our own sight.'

The result: forty years of wandering in the wilderness — not because the land wasn't real,
but because the fearful report was believed over the faithful one.

The parallel to finances is direct. God's promise of provision is real. The 'giants in the land' —
debt, expenses, an uncertain income — are also real. The question was never whether the
obstacles existed. The question was which report Israel would believe. Ten spies saw giants
and concluded defeat. Caleb saw the same giants and concluded, 'We are well able.' The facts
did not change; the report did.

3. Fear’s Report vs. Faith’s Report

The contrast between the ten spies and Caleb gives a template for recognizing which report is
currently shaping a person's financial thinking:

‘ Fear's Report (Spirit of Poverty) Faith's Report (Caleb's Spirit)

'| don't have enough. I'll never get out of '‘God is able. | am well able, because He is
debt.' with me.'
Focuses on the size of the giants Focuses on the size of God's promise

'We were like grasshoppers in our own sight' = 'Let us go up at once and take possession'
Produces paralysis and wandering Produces obedience and possession

Sees circumstances as the final word Sees circumstances as the current obstacle,
not the verdict

Notice what made the difference: not different information, but a different spirit — Numbers
14:24 says Caleb had 'a different spirit' in him. The same is true financially. Two people can look
at an identical set of bills and either conclude 'there's no way' or 'God is able' — and the report
they believe determines what they do next.

4. A Mindset — The Stronghold to Pull Down

The first dimension of the poverty spirit is that it operates as a mindset — a settled way of
thinking that feels like simple realism but is actually a stronghold. 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 describes
weapons 'mighty in God for pulling down strongholds' and 'every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God."' A poverty mindset qualifies on both counts:
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* It sounds reasonable — 'I'm not paying my bills, how can | give?' — which is exactly
what makes it hard to recognize as a stronghold rather than simple math.

» It exalts a bank balance above the knowledge of God's provision — quietly making the
account balance the final authority instead of God's word.

* Breaking it requires recognizing it as a stronghold to be pulled down, not a fact to be
accepted — bringing the thought 'into captivity to the obedience of Christ.'

* A practical example: a director of an inner-city ministry inherited a budget that could not
cover its bills. He made one decision — tithe first, then pay whatever could be paid, and
keep working the rest. It did not turn around overnight. It took years of steady
management and consistent giving. But the ministry is still tithing, still giving, and still
expanding today.

5. A Generational Pattern

The second dimension is that a poverty mindset is often inherited, not chosen. It is passed down
through a family the way other patterns are passed down — financial habits, marriage patterns,
health tendencies:

+ Families often assume 'we've always struggled with money' as simply how the family is
— without examining whether it is a pattern rather than a fixed identity.

» Doctors ask about family health history because they know certain patterns pass down
through generations — the same principle applies to financial patterns learned and
modeled across generations.

+ If parents and grandparents never tithed, never gave, and never lived in the confidence
that God provides, that pattern of fear and withholding opens a door that the next
generation often walks through without realizing it.

* Recognizing a pattern as generational rather than personal is not an excuse — it is the
first step to interrupting it deliberately rather than passing it on further.

6. A Spirit — and the Answer of Perfect Love

The third dimension is the most direct: Scripture describes this as an actual spirit of fear, not
merely a psychological habit. 2 Timothy 1:7 draws the contrast plainly: 'God has not given us a
spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind."' 1 John 4:18 gives the specific
weapon against it:

» 'Perfect love casts out fear' — not more information, not more willpower, but love. A
revelation of the Father's love is what displaces fear, because fear and love cannot
occupy the same space.

* 'Whatever your eye is on, it becomes you' — a financial version of the single-eye
principle from Session 2. Focus on fear and fear grows large. Focus on love and
provision, and that grows instead.

» This is not a suggestion to ignore real circumstances — it is a decision about which
report gets your primary attention: the giants, or the God who is greater than the giants.
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You can be rich and still carry a spirit of poverty, because it targets trust, not
net worth. Breaking it is not a technique — it is receiving God's love in a way

that displaces the fear that has been running the finances instead.

Reflection Questions

7 Reflection Questions

1.

Numbers 13 shows two reports about the same facts. When you look honestly at your
own finances, are you currently giving a 'grasshopper' report — focused on the size
of the obstacles — or a Caleb report — focused on the size of God's promise? What
is one obstacle you have been sizing up wrong?

The poverty spirit's core lie is 'l don't have enough, | can't give.' Where has this
specific thought shown up in your own financial self-talk recently? Was it ever actually
tested against Scripture, or simply accepted as fact?

Consider your family's financial history — parents, grandparents, the pattern of the
household you grew up in. Do you see a generational pattern of fear, withholding, or
scarcity thinking that you may have inherited rather than chosen? What would it look
like to name it specifically?

1 John 4:18 says perfect love casts out fear. Where is your primary financial focus
right now — on the size of the problem, or on a growing revelation of the Father's love
and provision? What would it take to genuinely shift that focus this week?

The inner-city ministry director decided to tithe first and let everything else follow —
and it took years, not days, to turn around. Is there a 'tithe first' decision you have
been putting off until circumstances feel safer? What would obedience before the
feeling of safety actually look like for you?

This Week's Steps

(%4 This Week's Steps

1.

Read Numbers 13:17-14:9 this week. Notice that the ten spies and Caleb and Joshua
saw the exact same land and the exact same giants. Write down one area of your
finances where you have been giving a fearful report about circumstances God has
already spoken over.

Write out 2 Timothy 1:7 and 1 John 4:18 on a card or your phone. Each time a
specific financial fear rises this week, speak these two verses out loud before you
speak anything else about the situation.

Identify whether your family carries a generational pattern around money — ask a
parent or older relative about how money, giving, and debt were handled in the
generation before you, if you are able to. Bring what you learn to God in prayer and
ask Him to break any negative pattern at the root.

. Take one specific step of obedience this week that runs directly against the poverty

mindset — give something specific, even a small amount, before the fear has a
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chance to talk you out of it. Notice what happens in your spirit, not just your bank
account.

5. Pray the prayer at the end of this session's teaching out loud this week, in your own
words if you prefer. Ask God specifically to expose the mindset, break any
generational access point, and take authority over the spirit of fear in Jesus' name.

Connecting the Sessions

It's All God's Everything belongs to God. We are stewards, not owners.
The love of money — not money itself — is the root of evil.
2 Where Your Where your treasure is, there your heart will be. Mammon
Heart Is is a spirit. Fear is its tool. Seeking God first is the answer.
3 The Principle of = God is first. Firstfruits honor Him and release His blessing
First Things on the rest. The widow's obedience to give first changed
everything.
4 Tithes and The tithe is a spiritual principle — not Old Testament law to
Offerings discard. It predates the law and transitions through the
cross into giving.
5 The Grace of The New Testament principle is giving — not transactional,
Giving but from a grace that God imparts. We give to get to give.
6 Sowing and God adds and multiplies; the enemy subtracts and divides.
Reaping Sowing and reaping is a lifestyle of faithful trust, not a
transaction.
7 Overcoming the @ Fear is a spirit, a mindset, and often a generational pattern.
Spirit of Poverty = Perfect love casts out fear, freeing us to give as God
intended.
Notes
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ADVANCED BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS
Discovering Financial Freedom

Session 8: Work as Worship
Session 8 of 8 | Series Finale

Session 8 Overview

Session 7 dealt with the fear that keeps believers from giving. Session 8 closes the series by
turning to the source of what there is to give in the first place: work. Scripture is emphatic that
we were created for good works — not limited to charitable or religious activity, but work itself,
the ordinary labor of a job, a trade, a household. This final session establishes that work is not a
curse to endure but an act of worship, traces the pattern from God's own work in creation
through Christ's work and Paul's direct instructions to servants, and closes the series with the
practical reminder that financial freedom still requires budgeting, getting out of debt, and
consistent, faithful giving over time.

Key Scriptures

Ephesians 2:10 (NKJV)

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.

Genesis 2:1-3, 15 (NKJV)

Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished... and on the seventh
day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested... And the Lord God took the
man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.

John 5:17 (NKJV)
But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father has been working until now, and | have been working.'

Proverbs 24:30-34 (NKJV)

I went by the field of the lazy man... and there it was, all overgrown with thorns; its surface
was covered with nettles... A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest; so
shall your poverty come like a prowler, and your need like an armed man.

Colossians 3:22-24 (NKJV)
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Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh... whatever you do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.

Matthew 5:16 (NKJV)

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.

Core Teaching

1. Created for Good Works — Ephesians 2:10

Ephesians 2:8-9 establishes that salvation is by grace through faith, not by works — one of the
clearest statements in the New Testament that we cannot earn our standing with God. Verse 10
immediately follows with a purpose statement that is easy to miss: 'For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.'

» Salvation is not by works — but salvation is unto works. The two truths sit side by side
without contradiction.

* 'Good works' is not limited to charitable or overtly religious activity. The bottom line,
plainly, is that we were created to work.

* 'Which God prepared beforehand' — the works are not random busyness; they are
purposeful, assigned, and already prepared for each person to walk into.

» Matthew 5:16 supplies the purpose: 'that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.' Whatever the good works are, God intends them to be visible and to
point back to Him.

2. God Works, Jesus Works — The Model

Before addressing human labor, Scripture establishes that work itself originates in God's own
nature. This reframes work entirely — it is not a necessary evil tolerated by a spiritual God; it is
something God Himself does:

The Pattern of Working and Resting
Genesis 2:1-2 — 'The heavens and the earth... were finished... and on the seventh day God
ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work.'

God worked six days and rested the seventh — establishing both work and rest as part of
His own pattern, not opposites to be chosen between.

John 5:17 — Jesus said, 'My Father has been working until now, and | have been working.'
Grace did not eliminate work; it modeled a Son who worked in relationship with the Father.

48



Jesus clarified His posture toward work elsewhere in John's Gospel: 'l only do what | see the
Father doing' — work flowing from relationship and obedience, not from self-will.

The conclusion is direct: being saved by grace does not mean sitting and doing nothing. God
created humanity to represent Him on earth the same way He works — in relationship with the
Father, empowered by the Spirit, doing His will rather than pursuing an independent agenda.

3. Tend and Keep — Work Before the Fall

A detail often missed is that work predates sin. Genesis 2:15 — before Genesis 3 and the fall —
says 'the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it." Some
translations render this 'to cultivate' or 'to work it":

*  Work was part of God's original design for humanity, not a curse introduced afterward.
What changed after the fall was the difficulty of work — 'by the sweat of your face' — not
the existence of work itself.

* God's plan from the very beginning was for man to work in partnership with Eve, and
both in relationship with the Father — never for man to do nothing.

+  Work, rightly understood, is not wicked or evil. Work is worship — a way of glorifying
God with the ability and time He has given.

» This reframes a common misunderstanding: that generosity means simply receiving and
giving passively, without effort. God's design was always for provision to flow through
faithful work, not around it.

Work is not a curse to endure until eternity begins. It is worship — one of the
primary ways ordinary people glorify God and bring forth His Kingdom on
earth.

4. The Sluggard’s Warning — Diligence vs. Laziness

Proverbs repeatedly contrasts two postures toward work — not as a minor theme, but as a
major and recurring subject. Chapters 6, 24, and 26 each address the 'sluggard' directly,
warning that laziness is not a neutral trait but a path to poverty:

‘ The Sluggard (Proverbs 6, 24, 26) The Diligent Worker

'A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding Rises to the work set before them, without
of the hands' excessive delay

Field 'all overgrown with thorns... stone wall Tends what has been entrusted, keeping it in
broken down' good order

"The door turns on its hinges, so does the Moves toward the work rather than avoiding

lazy man on his bed' it
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'Wiser in his own eyes than seven men who Receives instruction and correction rather

can answer sensibly' than rationalizing inaction
Poverty comes 'like a prowler... like an Provision follows consistent, faithful labor
armed man' over time

The point is not to become a workaholic — Scripture elsewhere warns just as clearly against
overwork (Proverbs 23:4). The balance is doing everything as unto the Lord: neither slothful nor
consumed, but faithfully present to the work assigned.

5. Work as Witness — Salt, Light, and the Best Employee

Colossians 3:22-24 gives direct, unambiguous instruction, originally addressed to bondservants
working under difficult masters — which makes it apply even more directly to anyone frustrated
with a boss, a job, or a workplace today: 'Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not
to men... you serve the Lord Christ.'

»  Work reflects Christ regardless of whether the workplace itself is difficult. The instruction
is not conditional on having a good boss or a good job.

» Believers are called to be world changers in ordinary places — an office, a shop, a
jobsite — by changing the atmosphere rather than complaining about it.

* Practical marks of this: not gossiping, not griping, working harder and smarter than those
around you, and being the employee an organization cannot afford to lose.

+ John 16:7 points to the advantage believers carry into any workplace: the Holy Spirit
living within them — a resource no other employee has access to.

* This is not about being pushy or obnoxious with religious talk. It is about living like Jesus
at work, not merely talking about Him — the witness is the quality and spirit of the work
itself.

6. Bringing the Series Home — Budget, Give, Get Out of Debt

The series closes with a deliberately practical word. Every principle covered — stewardship,
firstfruits, tithing, the grace of giving, sowing and reaping, overcoming fear, and now work as
worship — still has to land somewhere concrete: a budget, a plan to get out of debt, and a
decision to keep giving consistently over time.

* There is no substitute for the practical work of budgeting, cutting spending, and paying
down debt — spiritual truth still has to be applied through ordinary financial discipline.

» Seeking out a structured, practical resource for budgeting and debt reduction — this
teaching specifically points to Dave Ramsey's approach — is a wise and worthwhile step
for anyone still working through debt.

» Change rarely happens overnight. Many who have walked this path took years to fully
turn their finances around — but the shift from anxiety and pressure to living in God's
provision is worth the time it takes.

+ The series' underlying warning stands: everyone has to deal with money, and the enemy
uses financial fear and bondage relentlessly. The goal, across all eight sessions, has
been moving from dependence on the world's system to dependence on God.
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Reflection Questions

7 Reflection Questions

1.

Ephesians 2:10 says we are 'created... for good works, which God prepared
beforehand.' Do you currently see your job or daily work as part of what God
prepared for you to walk in, or as separate from your spiritual life? What would
change if you saw it as the former?

Genesis 2:15 places work in the garden before the fall — meaning work itself is not
the curse. Where has your own view of work been shaped more by frustration or
fatigue than by the idea of work as worship? What would it look like to offer your
actual job to God as an act of worship this week?

The comparison between the sluggard and the diligent worker is direct in Proverbs.
Honestly, where on that spectrum would the people who know you best place you
right now — and is there one specific area of your work life where diligence has
slipped?

Colossians 3:23 says to work 'heartily, as to the Lord' regardless of the human boss
or workplace. Is there a difficult work situation right now where you have been
focused on the boss or the circumstances rather than on doing the work as unto
Christ? What would shift if you changed that focus?

Looking back across the entire eight-session series — stewardship, the heart, first
things, tithing, the grace of giving, sowing and reaping, overcoming fear, and now
work — what is the one truth that has most challenged or changed your thinking?
What is the one specific, practical step (budgeting, giving, addressing debt, or a shift
at work) you will take this week because of it?

Final Steps

("4 This Week's Steps

1.

Read Ephesians 2:8-10 and Genesis 2:1-3, 15 together this week. Notice the order:
grace first, then good works — and notice that work itself is part of God's original
design, not a consequence of sin. Write down what your specific 'good works'
currently look like.

Take an honest inventory of your work habits using Proverbs 6, 24, and 26. Identify
one specific area where a 'sluggard' pattern has crept in — procrastination, half-effort,
complaining — and make one concrete change this week.

Choose one difficult aspect of your current job or workplace and deliberately reframe
it this week as offered 'heartily, as to the Lord.' Notice whether your attitude toward
the difficulty shifts when the audience for your work changes from a boss to Christ.

If you are carrying debt or do not currently have a working budget, commit this week
to taking one concrete step — researching a program like Dave Ramsey's, meeting
with a financial counselor, or simply writing out your full list of debts and a plan to
begin paying them down.
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5. Write your own one-paragraph 'financial freedom statement," drawing on all eight
sessions of this series: who owns it, what comes first, how you will give, how you will
guard against fear, and how you will work. Sign and date it, and revisit it in ninety

days.

Complete Series Summary

It's All
God's

2 Where Your
Heart Is

3 The
Principle of
First Things

4 Tithes and
Offerings

5 The Grace
of Giving

6 Sowing and
Reaping

7 Overcomin
g the Spirit
of Poverty

8 Work as
Worship

A Closing Word

Everything belongs to God. We are stewards, not owners. The
love of money — not money itself — is the root of evil.

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be. Mammon is a
spirit. Fear is its tool. Seeking God first is the answer.

God is first. Firstfruits honor Him and release His blessing on the
rest. The widow's obedience to give first changed everything.

The tithe is a spiritual principle — not Old Testament law to
discard. It predates the law and transitions through the cross into

giving.

The New Testament principle is giving — not transactional, but
from a grace that God imparts. We give to get to give.

God adds and multiplies; the enemy subtracts and divides.
Sowing and reaping is a lifestyle of faithful trust, not a
transaction.

Fear is a spirit, a mindset, and often a generational pattern.
Perfect love casts out fear, freeing us to give as God intended.

We were created for good works. Work is not a curse but
worship — the ordinary means through which God provides and
is glorified.

God's way is the best way. It is different from the world's way — but it is better.
The world's system says: get all you can. God's system says: give all you can, work heartily,

and watch what He does.
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The spirit of mammon wants your attention, your focus, and your worship. God wants your
heart.

When your heart is genuinely His — when you trust Him, honor Him first, work as unto Him,
and give as He has given — the financial freedom described across this series becomes not
a promise to hope for but a reality to walk in.

It is a journey. Stay on it.

Notes
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